Tiwari CK, Parihar Jagrati, Verma RK 2012 -A new and rare species of Phlyctaeniella from central India. Mycosphere 3(4), 450-453, Doi 10.5943 /mycosphere/3/4/8 Phlyctaeniella indica sp. nov. from Chhattisgarh State, India is described, illustrated and discussed. It is a rare species occurring on stored logs of Eucalyptus sp. and collected only once in the past 20 years from central India.
Introduction
During the past two decades, 1529 specimens of wood decay fungi have been collected from central India and 182 species have been identified and reported on 51 woods including many new records of polypore fungi from India (Harsh et al. 1997 , Tiwari et al. 1987 , 1989 , 2005 , 2009 , 2010 , 2011 , Verma et al. 2008 ).
The present paper describes, illustrates and discusses a new and rare species of Phlyctaeniella. Phlyctaeniella is an anamorph (coelomycete) of Pezizomycotina (ascomycete) similar to Septoria but septate and irregularly branched conidiophores of Phlyctaeniella separate it from Septoria in which conidiophores are absent.
Methods
Conventional morphology based taxonomic methods were employed. For microscopic study slides were prepared in lactophenol cotton blue mountant and in water. Photographs were taken with a Sony Cybershot camera, macroscopic and microscopic characters were studied under Wild M3Z and advanced research microscope, Leitz DMRB with digital EC3 camera. Camera lucida drawings were prepared using an Olympus research microscope. Identification was done with the aid of published works (Petrak 1922 , 1929 , Sydow 1930 , Sutton 1980 , Andrianova 1996 . A key is provided to known species of Phlyctaeniella. The examined holotype specimen is deposited in the Mycology Herbarium, Forest Pathology Division, Tropical Forest Research Institute, Jabalpur, accession number TF 2681.
Results
After a study of 1529 specimens of fungi collected from stored logs in various wood depots of Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Orissa States of central India a single specimen was found of what proved to be a new species of Phlyctaeniella, which is described as follows:
Figs. 1-5 MB 800820
Etymology -named after the country of occurrence, India Mycelium immersed, branched, septate, hyaline. Conidiomata eustromatic dark brownblack, surface rough, erumpent crusted, measuring 5-10 × 1.0-2.0 mm, composed of 4-15 chambers, each chamber consisting of a 
Discussion
The genus Phlyctaeniella was established by Petrak with its type species P. polonica Petr. (Petrak 1922) . Since then only a further three species have been reported under this genus namely P. humuli Petr., P. psilostega (Ellis & G. Martin) Andrian. and P. cryptica Syd. from Austria, USA and South Australia. P. psilostega was originally described as Septoria psilostega Ellis & G. Martin and later transferred to Phlyctaeniella (Andrianova 1996) . Sutton (1980) gave an account of the genus based on the type specimen P. humuli. Species of this genus occur on leaves and stems. P. indica is compared with the other published species of Phlyctaeniella in the key. The conidia of P. indica are wider than those of other species including P. cryptica (2-3 µm wide) from other reported species. P. indica was collected on sapwood of stored logs of Eucalyptus sp. and no other Phlyctaeniella is reported on wood logs. This is the first time that a species of Phlyctaeniella has been reported from India.
